MY SOUL PROCLAIMS THE GREATNESS OF THE LORD
THE RICH HE HAS SENT AWAY EMPTY
The rich is the one who is filled with himself. He is the evil doer, the foolish, the ignorant. He is the proud scholar and the proud intelligent. He is the one who thinks from himself, for himself. The rich does not need God, the brothers. This is his sin: believing, wanting to be, seeing himself similar in all to God, equal to him. Today humanity has made itself rich. It has its science. It has its technologies. It has its numerous inventions. It does not need God. Today the Church has made herself rich, as well. She has made herself rich to make herself her God. She no longer needs the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ and neither Christ Jesus, the Only Begotten Son of the Father, made by Him before time, in the today of his eternity without time. What the Psalm says of the evil-doer is worth for the world today and it is worth for the Church Herself: “Why, Lord, do you stand far off? Why do you hide yourself in times of trouble? In his arrogance the wicked man hunts down the weak, who are caught in the schemes he devises. He boasts about the cravings of his heart; he blesses the greedy and reviles the Lord. In his pride the wicked man does not seek him; in all his thoughts there is no room for God. His ways are always prosperous; your laws are rejected by him; he sneers at all his enemies. He says to himself, “Nothing will ever shake me.” He swears, “No one will ever do me harm.” His mouth is full of lies and threats; trouble and evil are under his tongue. He lies in wait near the villages; from ambush he murders the innocent. His eyes watch in secret for his victims; like a lion in cover he lies in wait. He lies in wait to catch the helpless; he catches the helpless and drags them off in his net. His victims are crushed, they collapse; they fall under his strength. He says to himself, “God will never notice; he covers his face and never sees.” Arise, Lord! Lift up your hand, O God. Do not forget the helpless. Why does the wicked man revile God? Why does he say to himself, “He won’t call me to account”? But you, God, see the trouble of the afflicted; you consider their grief and take it in hand. The victims commit themselves to you; you are the helper of the fatherless. Break the arm of the wicked man; call the evildoer to account for his wickedness that would not otherwise be found out. The Lord is King for ever and ever; the nations will perish from his land.  You, Lord, hear the desire of the afflicted; you encourage them, and you listen to their cry, defending the fatherless and the oppressed, so that mere earthly mortals will never again strike terror. (Psal 10,1-18). The poorness that is detachment, separation from God, from the true God, who is only the Father of the Lord our Jesus Christ, immediately makes itself richness of idolatry, richness of evilness and of wickedness, richness of immorality, richness of inhumanity. Never has such an inhuman period like ours existed, never so immoral, never so amoral, never so wicked, never so evil, never so foolish, never so ignorant, never so arrogant and proud. Even the Church, rich with herself, but so poor of Christ Jesus, is paving the way to the great immorality and inhumanity to the world and to herself. Today she is poor of light, poor of truth, poor of wisdom, poor of knowledge, poor of understanding, poor of grace, poor of Holy Spirit, poor of faith, poor of mission. She, who has been called to be the richness of the world, bowing to the idols of this world, is leading the world into the darkest misery, that is the spiritual misery from which every other material misery is.
Even today, the Holy Spirit turns to the Church and to those within her – and they are many – who consider themselves rich and are thought rich also by the others, with the same words with which He turned to the angel of the Church in  Laodicea: “To the angel of the church in Laodicea, write this: " 'The Amen, the faithful and true witness, the source of God's creation, says this: "I know your works; I know that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either cold or hot. So, because you are lukewarm, neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of my mouth. For you say, 'I am rich and affluent and have no need of anything,' and yet do not realize that you are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and naked. I advise you to buy from me gold refined by fire so that you may be rich, and white garments to put on so that your shameful nakedness may not be exposed, and buy ointment to smear on your eyes so that you may see. Those whom I love, I reprove and chastise. Be earnest, therefore, and repent. " '"Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, (then) I will enter his house and dine with him, and he with me. I will give the victor the right to sit with me on my throne, as I myself first won the victory and sit with my Father on his throne. '"Whoever has ears ought to hear what the Spirit says to the churches." (Rev 2,14-22). Being of thoughts according to man, or even being rich with thoughts of man or of Satan makes us poor, miserable, mean, it makes us doers of any evil, evil not only for us, but also for the others. Eve, the first woman, rich with the thought of Satan, made Adam poor and together they were humanity rich with every death, spiritual and also physical death. The Virgin Mary, totally rich in God and in his thought, in his will, made the Son of God rich, letting him, through the work of the Holy Spirit, be made true man in her womb and with her divine richness, fruit of the absence in Her of every thought according to man, made the entire world rich, which, now, in making itself poor for the Lord, can deliver itself from every slavery. The condition to become rich according to God is always one: delivering oneself from every richness according to man and according to the prince of the world. However, man, always tempted by Satan, falls in the illusion that in making himself rich according to the world, he may acquire the conquest of his true humanity. He does not know that his true humanity is conquered remaining faithful to the thought of God.
This is the illusion of man, of every man: believing himself rich, while he is not actually. No one can never say to be rich, for it is precisely of humanity to be poor, miserable, full of sin. Thus Job cries out in his infirmity: “Man born of woman is short-lived and full of trouble, Like a flower that springs up and fades, swift as a shadow that does not abide. Upon such a one will you cast your eyes so as to bring him into judgment before you, Can a man be found who is clean of defilement? There is none, however short his days. You know the number of his months; you have fixed the limit which he cannot pass. Look away from him and let him be, while, like a hireling, he completes his day. For a tree there is hope, if it be cut down, that it will sprout again and that its tender shoots will not cease. Even though its root grow old in the earth, and its stump die in the dust, Yet at the first whiff of water it may flourish again and put forth branches like a young plant. But when a man dies, all vigor leaves him; when man expires, where then is he? As when the waters of a lake fail, or a stream grows dry and parches, So men lie down and rise not again. Till the heavens are no more, they shall not awake, nor be roused out of their sleep. Oh, that you would hide me in the nether world and keep me sheltered till your wrath is past; would fix a time for me, and then remember me! When a man has died, were he to live again, all the days of my drudgery I would wait, until my relief should come. You would call, and I would answer you; you would esteem the work of your hands. Surely then you would count my steps, and not keep watch for sin in me. My misdeeds would be sealed up in a pouch, and you would cover over my guilt. But as a mountain falls at last and its rock is moved from its place, As waters wear away the stones and floods wash away the soil of the land, so you destroy the hope of man. You prevail once for all against him and he passes on; with changed appearance you send him away. If his sons are honored, he is not aware of it; if they are in disgrace, he does not know about them. Only his own flesh pains him, and his soul grieves for him.” (Gb 14,1-22). This is the ontological constitution of man after sin. 
But also before sin, man was not rich, for his life was not from himself, but from the tree placed in the heart of the garden: “Then the LORD God planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and he placed there the man whom he had formed. Out of the ground the LORD God made various trees grow that were delightful to look at and good for food, with the tree of life in the middle of the garden and the tree of the knowledge of good and bad. The LORD God then took the man and settled him in the garden of Eden, to cultivate and care for it. The LORD God gave man this order: "You are free to eat from any of the trees of the garden except the tree of knowledge of good and bad. From that tree you shall not eat; the moment you eat from it you are surely doomed to die.” (Cf Gn 2,8-17). Man is the poorest among all the creatures that the Lord has made in his universe. He has made him eternally dependent from Him: in body, in soul, in spirit, in time and in eternity. He has made him always dependent in all things from the others, both in order of the nature and of grace. His life is from the others. It is also for the others. Instead, the rich lives his life taking from the others, but not giving to the others. He deprives the others to enrich himself, instead of depriving himself to enrich the others. He is enclosed in his humanity and he does not want anyone around him. He wants the others only as servants, to his despotic and tyrannic dependence. Besides, Jesus: “Now as you excel in every respect, in faith, discourse, knowledge, all earnestness, and in the love we have for you, may you excel in this gracious act also. I say this not by way of command, but to test the genuineness of your love by your concern for others. For you know the gracious act of our Lord Jesus Christ, that for your sake he became poor although he was rich, so that by his poverty you might become rich. And I am giving counsel in this matter, for it is appropriate for you who began not only to act but to act willingly last year”” (2Cor 8,7-10). Whoever deprives himself enriches the entire world. Instead, the rich is similar to a sealed bottle, full of nothing. He is an empty bottle that will never be refilled with anything. The seal does not let anything enter it and anything leave it. The bottle is enclosed in its selfishness, in its pride, in its arrogance, in its emptiness.
What does the Virgin Mary say? That the Lord will do nothing for these sealed bottles. He will necessarily send them back empty. He can never refill them with his love, with his wisdom, knowledge, understanding, goodness, mercy, patience, charity and every other divine gift. He cannot, for the bottle does not let it. It is sealed, hermetically sealed, impermeable before every action of grace and of truth of its God. Even if He wanted to, the Lord could never do anything. The will of man, who has established and decided to be a well-sealed container before his God, prevents it. Since we are without God, out of Him, we are in death, if the Lord sends us back empty, it means that for us there will only be the phantom of the eternal death waiting for us. Indeed, we cannot be filled with good things in eternity if we wander empty-handed in time. An example of how one wanders as empty is Judas: “Then Judas, his betrayer, seeing that Jesus had been condemned, deeply regretted what he had done. He returned the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders, saying, "I have sinned in betraying innocent blood." They said, "What is that to us? Look to it yourself." Flinging the money into the temple, he departed and went off and hanged himself.” (Mt 27,3-5). Only for one moment his hands were full of money. Then he had to go empty. Sad end of a rich, of the rich, of every rich of this world. Virgin Mary, Mother of God, Angels and Saints, make us poor in spirit. Do not let us fall in the richness of pride and of every other vice.
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